
Youth Mission Retreat 2022 

Panajachel, Guatemala 

Divine Mercy Catholic Church  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction Meeting Packet  

 



What is the schedule for this trip? 
*we usually leave the Wednesday/Thursday of the week prior to spring break. Official dates depend on airfare which is typically purchased 

around Thanksgiving. Trip duration is 11-12 days.  

Thursday 

Travel Day to Guatemala City 

Friday & Saturday  

AM work project, PM cultural experience  

Sunday 

Boat trip to Santiago, Evening Youth Mass with parish. 

Monday – Thursday  

AM work project or sister parish time, PM Cultural experience 

Friday 

Travel to Antigua to meet with volcano climb outfitter  Camp on Volcano 

Saturday 

Explore Antigua  

Sunday 

*Schedule is subject to change.  *Volcano climb is weather permitting.  

What will I be doing on the trip? 

Our mornings will be focused on work projects which the local people in Panajachel have brought to our 

attention as much needed improvements to their community. We will need to be flexible to what those 

work projects will be and try to help as best we can. Our afternoons will be spent in group sessions 

learning Spanish and experiencing the culture with local teachers at the Jabel Tinamit School which is 

one block from our hotel and one block from the sister parish of San Francisco. Our evenings are spent 

participating in parish life at San Francisco. In the past this has included attending youth group, 

charismatic prayer groups, praying in parishioner’s household, meals with the priests and brothers, 

soccer with the local parish young adult group and small group time.  We will have more information as we 

set things up with the Sister Parish. During some of our afternoons we will do hands on learning and 

exploring of the Guatemalan culture through cooking class, visiting local churches, hiking and more. Each 

night will be spent as a large group in retreat time. (Schedule for the day is subject to change) 

A typical day in Pana will be: wake at 7:30am, mass, breakfast, morning work project or cultural 

experience, lunch, afternoon cultural experience, free time/shower, supper, group retreat time with 

sister parish. 

One thing to consider as you pray about coming is the physical demand that a mission trip involves. 

Minimal accommodations can be made for transportation. Depending on the destination, walking on hilly 

country sides is necessary when transportation becomes limited in some of the rural areas we visit. On 

the trip you will be expected to participate in various worksite tasks. Another thing to keep in mind is 

that we are visiting a developing country where health options are limited. (This is not intended to scare 



you but serve as an awareness as you make your decision. So far we have been blessed with safe travel 

and good health with minimal illness on all of our trips) Ask Andrea, Fr. Brandon or Anna if you have any 

questions. 

We will take a water taxi across Lake Atitlan to Santiago Atitlan. In Santiago we will spend time praying 

at the martyrdom site of Fr. Stanley Aplas Rother and visit other significant sites. Our trip will end in 

Antigua. 

Our final days will be spent in Antiqua. The second to that last day we will do the volcano climb with the 

outfitters from Old Town. The last night is spent in Antigua before leaving for the airport the next day. 

During our time in Antigua we will learn about the city’s history and visit the tomb of Hermano Pedro.  

Do I need shots and a passport? 
We require each participant to consult with their physician directly. Most clinics and providers have a “travel 

physical” that they offer at a minimal cost (often times free). Applications are available online 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports.html/.  

What will I eat? 

The cooks at the San Francisco Church have been cooking for visitors for years and are excellent cooks. We are 

able to eat anything they serve us. We will only drink bottled water and this includes while brushing our teeth. In 

Antigua we will be eating at restaurants. 

 Will I be safe? 

The country of Guatemala has been peaceful since the 1980’s. Travelers from all over Europe and America are 

prominent. As long as participants follow the guidelines for safety that we ask, there will be no problems. The 

hotels in both Pana and Antigua are ones we have frequented in past trips. 

How many people are coming? 20 Students 

What will this cost? 

The cost of the mission retreat is $1450*.  This includes airfare, local travel expenses, language school, volcano 

backpacking company fees, all hotels, and most food expenses. Participants are on their own for food in Antigua 

($25 would be adequate). Spending money is left up to your discretion.  

*Based on current airfare prices. 

Payment Schedule 

Deposit $200- Due with application. Application deadline is May 1st.  

Payment #1 $400-September 1st 

Payment #2 $400-November 1st 

Payment #3 TBD- February 1st 

*Everything except the deposit is refundable up until airfare is purchased.  

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports.html/


Where can I learn more? 

Visit www.jabeltinamit.com  for information about the school and community. www.atitlan.com for photos. Contact 

Anna Blessing (ablessing@divinemercy.cc ) with any questions.  

 

A Prayer for Those Who Have Too Much 

Sister Joyce Rupp, author and missionary, wrote the following after visits to Guatemala and Liberia. 

To my brothers and sisters in developing countries: 

While I was deciding which oat bran cereal to eat this morning, you were searching the ground for leftover grains 

from the passing wheat truck. 

While I was jogging at the air-conditioned health center, you were working in the wealthy landowner’s fields under 

the scorching sun. 

While I was choosing between diet and regular soda, your sun burnt lips were yearning for the touch of water. 

While I complained about the service at a gourmet restaurant, you were gratefully receiving a bowl of rice. 

While I poured my ‘fresh and better’ detergent into the washing machine, you stood in the river washing your 

bundle of clothes. 

While I watched the evening news on my wide screen television, you were being terrorized by a dictatorship 

government. 

While I read the newspaper and drank my steaming cup of coffee, you walked the dusty, hot miles to a tiny 

crowded schoolroom to try to learn how to read. 

While I scanned the ads for a bargain on an extra piece of clothing, you woke up and put on the same shirt and 

pants you have worn for many months. 

While I built a fourteen room house for the three of us, your family of ten found shelter in a one room hut. 

While I went to church and felt more than slightly bored, you looked out upon the earth and felt gratitude to God 

for being alive one more day. 

My sisters and brothers, forgive me for my arrogance and indifference. Forgive me for my greed of always wanting 

newer, bigger and better things. Forgive me for not doing my part to change the unjust systems that keep you 

suffering and impoverished. I offer you my promise to change my lifestyle as I work for transformation of our 

world. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.jabeltinamit.com/
http://www.atitlan.com/

